32 Years and Counting
With more cars than I can count behind me, I look back and wonder if my best work was done……….on my knees. 

Remote Start season is looming. I realize that beyond the thousands of installs I have personally performed, there’s an increased magnitude of jobs that I participate in on a daily basis. Off season we generally handle 40-60 calls each, per day, jumping up to as many as 80-100 this time of year. That puts me in contact with up to 400 jobs a week! Figuring October through March, makes it potentially 10,000 cars! My personal best was delivering 21 cars in a day, Christmas Eve, 1984. Not even close! Whether installing directly, or working with others, I find it important to keep my perspective. We’ve all had the nightmares where the car reveals issues not apparent when you started….. or even more maddening, running into challenges locating wires… wrong parts… or even incorrect product selection… Add ridiculous customer expectations, fed by the ignorance of your sales crew….. well, I’m already getting hot writing about it….!@&$! Cars anyway! But then there’s that sweet system…. Say in a Classic, maybe a ‘69 GTO…… Sure the fool that started the job, butchered the sole-noid install in the doors, and you thought you just had the audio part, but no, you have to complete the security portion, and……….. fix those solenoids! …… After the bleeding is over, and the tools are in their boxes, take 5-10 minutes to actually enjoy the system. Give it a test drive with a good pounding, (the system!) and maybe even bust a couple of pics to remind yourself, or post….wherever. 

The truth is, we get to play with a lot of cool cars, and equipment, that the average “mechanic” just doesn’t get a shot at. No matter how frustrating there’s always that time when it’s finally “DONE”! Take a moment, enjoy the job. There’s always another coming, with 10 Turds to every Gem. Make the most of the ones worth doing! I’m ready for another 30 years, how about you?
